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Figure 1. Southeastern and southern Brazil, highlighting the estuarine zone of Patos Lagoon where both populations of L. exotica were estudied. Population from West Breakwater is located close to marine environment and therefore subject to higher salinity water. On the other hand, population established on Leonideo Island is located at inner area of the estuary, where salinity is consistently lower.

Figure 2. Linear regression between the total weight of individuals and the total weight of the guts by degree of repletion for population of Ligia exotica inhabiting the West Breakwater, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil.

Figure 3. Linear regression between the total weight of individuals and the total weight of the guts by degree of repletion for population of Ligia exotica inhabiting the Leonideo Island, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil.

Figure 4. Mean repletion degree (Gr) of the gut contents for males and females of Ligia exotica inhabiting the estuarine region of the Patos Lagoon estuary, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil.
Figure 5. Mean index of repletion (Ir) of the gut contents for males and females of Ligia exotica inhabiting the estuarine region of the Patos Lagoon estuary, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil.
Figure 6. Items observed on the guts of Ligia exotica inhabiting the estuarine region of the Patos Lagoon estuary. A. foraminifera and sand grains; B, C and D. crustaceans shells; E. isopod pereiopod; F. pereiopod of a juvenile isopod.

Figure 7. Relative frequency of points (FPr) of the guts contents estimated for males and females of L. exotica inhabiting the West Breakwater, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. (VD = vegetal detritus; POLY = seaweeds Polysiphonia sp.; C = crustaceans; I = other invertebrates; SAND = sand grans; NIM = no identified material).

Figure 8. Relative frequency of points (FPr) of the guts contents estimated for males and females of L. exotica inhabiting the Leonideo Island, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. (VD = vegetal detritus; POLY = seaweeds Polysiphonia sp.; C = crustaceans; SAND = sand grans; NIM = no identified material).
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